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Methods of Slaughter Act of 1978. PSIS has also developed Rules of Practice regarding 
enforcement prescribed in 9 CPR Part 500. The Rules of Practice describe the types of 
enforcement actions that PSIS may take and include procedures for taking a withholding action 
and or suspension, with or without prior notification, as well as the procedures for filing a 
complaint to withdraw a Grant of Federal Inspection. 

Findings/Basis for Suspension 

On March 12, 2013, at approximately 8:50AM, while performing a Sanitary Dressing Procedure 
in the de-hiding room, the PSIS Supervisory Public Health Veterinarian (SPHV) and the 
Consumer Safety Inspector (CSI) observed a calf at the first air knife position that was gasping 
and moving more than should be expected. Upon further investigation by the SPHV, the calf 
was still exhibiting a tongue reflex to stimuli as well as a corneal reflex to touch. This animal 
had already been through the stunning, hoisting, sticking, bleeding hide washing, steam 
vacuuming of the hide, bunging, skinning down of both hind legs, steam vacuuming, flaming, 
and transfer prior to the first air knife station. The plant, after PSIS pointed this out, performed 
an arterial stick to finish the bleeding out of the animal as this was faster than retrieval of the 
back up stunning device. This incident was evaluated and determined to be an egregious humane 
handling violation. 

For captive bolt stunning, regulations 9 CPR Parts 313.15 (a) (1) and (3) require that you 
appropriately and effectively administer stunning methods that produce immediate 
unconsciousness in the animal. The animal should be stunned in such a manner that it is 
rendered unconscious with a minimum of excitement and discomfort. Further, 9 CPR Part 
313.15 (b)(1 )(iii) requires that the stunning area shall be so designed and constructed as to limit 
the free movements of animals sufficiently to allow the operator to locate the stunning blow with 
a high degree of accuracy and 9 CPR 313.15 (b) ( 1) (iv) further states that the stunning operation 
is an exacting procedure and requires a well-trained and experienced operator and that he must 
be able to accurately place the stunning instrument to produce immediate unconsciousness. 

The suspension of the assignment of inspectors for slaughter operations at your establishment 
will remain in effect until you provide the PSIS Philadelphia District Office with adequate 
written assurances including corrective actions and further planned preventive measures to 
assure that you handle and slaughter livestock at your establishment humanely. 

In order to resume inspected operations, you must submit corrective actions to my attention at 
the Philadelphia District Office. We expect you to develop a written comprehensive systematic 
humane handling program that includes, at a minimum, the following: 

• 	 Evaluate and identify the nature and cause of the incident. 
• 	 Explain the specific reason(s) why the event occurred. 
• 	 Describe the specific actions taken to eliminate the cause of the incident. 
• 	 Describe specific planned actions that you will take to prevent future reoccurrences. 
• 	 Provide associated records that include monitoring and verification activities your 

establishment will use to ensure that changes are effectively implemented. 
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