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be temporarily suspended at a slaughtering establishment ifthe Secretary finds that any cattle, 
sheep, swine, goats, horses, mules, or other equines have been slaughtered or handled in 
connection with slaughter at such establishment by any method not in accordance with sections 
1901 to 1906 ofTitle 7 until the establishment furnishes assurances satisfactory to the Secretary 
that all slaughtering and handling in connection with slaughter oflivestock shall be in 
accordance with such a method. 

Findings/Basis for Action 

On July 29, 2013, at approximately 0730 hours, a regulatory control action was taken on the 
slaughter process at your facility based on an act of egregious inhumane handling observed by 
the FSIS Consumer Safety Inspector (CSI) during the performance of slaughter inspection duties. 
While performing inspection duties, the CSI heard two reports of the rifle used to stun cattle. He 
immediately went to the stunning area and observed a bull still standing in the knock box after 
being shot twice in failed stunning attempts. The CSI then observed a plant employee shoot the 
bull two more times. The fourth shot knocked the bull down, but it continued to breathe normally 
and closed its eye when the employee touched it. Two more shots were fired at the now 
recumbent animal, but it continued to exhibit blinking of the eye and normal breathing. The 
employee then opened the kill box and shot the bull two more times. The bull continued to 
exhibit rhythmic breathing and closed its eye when touched. The employee then retrieved a 
larger caliber rifle and shot the bull, effectively rendering it unconscious and insensible to pain. 
The time that elapsed between the first shot and the final shot that resulted in an effective stun 
was approximately ten minutes. The CSI immediately notified the establishment of the non
compliance and applied U.S. Reject tag B5779343 to the knock box. 

Your establishment failed to comply with 9 CFR 313.16(a)(1) ofthe Humane Methods of 
Slaughter Act of 1978 (section 3), and the Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603). As 
documented by the CSI in an MOl dated July 29, 2013, and in this letter, you have failed to 
prevent violations of the Humane Slaughter Act of 1978 and the Regulations, 9 CFR 313, 
promulgated by FSIS to enforce the provisions of the Act. It should be noted that although your 
establishment has adopted a robust "Systematic Approach" to humane handling of livestock, it 
failed to prevent this egregious inhumane handling incident which resulted in the animal being 
shot a total of nine times over the course of approximately ten minutes prior to being rendered 
unconscious and insensitive to pain. 

Therefore, in accordance with FSIS Rules of Practice, 9 CFR 500.3(b ), we are notifying you of 
the suspension of the assignment of inspection personnel at your facility. The suspension action 
will remain in effect until you provide corrective and preventive actions assuring that livestock 
will be handled in a humane manner in accordance with the HMSA, FMIA, and regulations 
promulgated there under. 

In accordance with 9 CFR 500.5(d), you may request a hearing concerning this action by 
contacting: 



(b) (6)

(b) (7)(C)
(b) (7)(C)
(b) (7)(C)
(b) (7)(C)




